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M. A. (Part II) External Examination

March / April - 2019

English 

ME- 08: Literary Criticism and Theory

Time: 3 Hours ] [ Total Marks: 100
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Fill up strictly the details of  signs on your answer book

Name of the Examination:

 M. A. (Part II) External

Name of the Subject :

 English

Subject Code No.: 2 3 4 4

Seat No.:

Student’s Signature

(2) There are five questions in all.

(3) All questions carry equal marks.

(4) Indicate clearly the options you attempt.

Q-1  (a) ‘‘Negative capability projects the poet’s ability to build a believable  
world full of uncertain complexities.’’ Comment on this remark with 
reference to John Keats's ‘‘From the Letters’’.

OR

(b) ‘‘Coleridge not only appreciates the merits of Wordsworth’s theory of 
poetry but also criticizes the apparent weaknesses of the said theory  
of Wordsworth.’’ Examine the validity of the statement with reference  
to Chapter XVII of Biographia Literaria.
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Q-2 (a) ‘‘Walter Pater critiques a specific renaissance artist emphasizing the 
importance of embracing the beauty and experience of art rather  
than judging a work of art.’’ Discuss with reference to Walter Pater’s 
‘From the Renaissance'.

OR

(b) ‘‘The function of any critic is to perceive any work of art as it is in 
itself" Discuss with reference to Matthew Arnold’s ‘‘Function of  
Criticism at the Present Time.’’

Q- 3(a) Examine Rolland Barthes’s concept of the text with reference to ‘‘The 
death of the author.’’

OR

(b) How does Elaine Showalter conceptualize feminist poetics and its 
problematic issues? Discuss with reference to ‘‘Towards a feminist 
poetics.’’

Q-4  (a) Comment on the way Fredric Jameson theorizes the need for 
metacommentary in ‘‘Metacommentary.’’

OR

(b) Analyse the crisis which the Western ideology of Orientalism faces at 
present with reference to Edward Said's "Crisis [in orientalism]."

Q- 5   Write short notes on any two of the following. 

(a) Coleridge's views on poetry with reference to Biographia Literaria, 
Chapter XVII

(b) Significance of ‘Preface’ in ‘‘From the Renaissance’’.

(c) The role of Reader with reference to Rolland Barthes’s ‘‘The death  
of the author.’’

(d) The meaning of metacommentary with reference to Fredric Jameson's 
‘‘Metacommentary.’’
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